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	DEREK S FIRTH


P O Box 105392   l   AUCKLAND CITY 1143  l   NEW ZEALAND

P: +64 9 307 9129  l  M: +64 21 933 747  l   F: +64 9 307 9130   l   e:  dsfirth@ihug.co.nz

Address for courier deliveries: 25 Sylvan Avenue, Northcote, Auckland, New Zealand 0627

Scope of Work

· Chartered Arbitrator.

· Adjudicator.

· Dispute Board Member.
· Probity Auditor/Adviser.

· Peer review of procurement and project documents.

· Independent legal adviser to the Engineer to the Contract.
Arbitrator

· Numerous appointments as sole arbitrator or as a member of arbitral panels.

· Including a number of ICC appointments by both the ICC Court of International Arbitration and by the parties, including one claim for just over USD 500 million (appointed by the Court).  
· Mainly in the field of construction disputes, but also a number in relation to energy, property and commercial disputes.

Adjudicator

· Numerous appointments as adjudicator under the Construction Contracts Act 2002, by AMINZ, NZDRC, and by the parties.
Disputes Board Member 
· Most recently for a World Bank/ADB funded project.
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

	1964

1965
1967-1994

1968-1972
1979-1995

1982-Present 

1983-1984

1986-Present

1987-Present

1989-Present

1991-1994

1993-1994, 1996-1998

1997-2007

1998-2000

2002-Present 

2010-2014
2013-Present

2013-Present 

2013-Present
	LLB University of Auckland, New Zealand

Barrister and Solicitor, High Court of New Zealand

Partner in Grierson Jackson & Partners, now Simpson Grierson (1967-83 litigation; 84-94 Head of Energy and Construction Department).

Part time lecturer in Commercial law to Accountancy students
Delivering Post Graduate Lecture series each year at University of Auckland School of Engineering

Fellow, The Chartered Institute of Arbitrators (London)

President, Auckland Medico-Legal Society 

Panel Member, Hong Kong International Arbitration Centre

Fellow, Arbitrators’ and Mediators’ Institute of New Zealand 

Member, Institute of Directors in New Zealand

Lecturer in dispute resolution to Auckland University, Faculty of Commerce, MBA course
Vice President, Arbitrators’ and Mediators’ Institute of New Zealand

Member of panel of five arbitrators to hear electricity transmission disputes in New Zealand

President, Arbitrators’ and Mediators’ Institute of New Zealand

Chartered Arbitrator (UK)

New Zealand Alternate Member of the ICC International Court of Arbitration (ICC, Paris)
Chairman of the International Arbitration Committee of the New Zealand National Committee of the ICC International Court of Arbitration. 

Inaugural Fellow, International Academy of Construction Lawyers.

Member, Dispute Resolution Board Foundation (Seattle) 


PRINCIPAL FIELDS OF PRIOR EXPERIENCE

Arbitration; Construction Law; Contract Law; Energy law (electricity, electricity transmission, oil gas); Forestry; Joint Ventures; Legal and economic aspects of pricing; Long term contracts.
PUBLICATIONS (Summary)
Allocation of Risks in Trans National Joint Ventures (Sydney); Geothermal Energy Project Issues (Sydney)

Numerous papers on construction law issues including tendering, documentation drafting, project management, and dispute management; Alternatives to Arbitration; Various articles on arbitration in the New Zealand Law Journal; Various articles and conducting seminars on negotiation; Papers on international arbitration given in Sydney, Paris and Auckland.
A particularly helpful paper in the construction field is CONSTRUCTION DOCUMENTATION PREPARATION – PROTECTING THE EMPLOYER WITHOUT BEING UNFAIR TO THE CONTRACTOR
http://www.derekfirth.com/papers.html
